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Abstract

The goal of normalization or inclusion is to enable children with disabilities to live with "normal patterns and conditions of everyday life" as members of their community through appropriate support.  However, in cases that the degree of such disabilities is either "moderate" or "severe", elementary and lower secondary schools may not be able to provide appropriate educational opportunities, with the result that their parents wish to have their child educated in  special schools located away from their residential areas (or "home communities"). 


This means that such children must say "Good-bye" to their preschool (kindergarten and nursery school) friends, and to receive education (and grow up) in schools located in areas that are different or away from their home communities where they will be spending their post-school life.  In such cases, to attend special schools is inimical (no good) to the goal of social inclusion in their home community, and comprises(become) a factor to dilute (weaken) the relationship between such children and their community. 


To prevent such problems, two measures are being taken.  One is to improve the systems and functions of the elementary and lower secondary schools so that such children can receive appropriate education in their own community. The other is, in addition to the first measure, to implement programs to enable children who attend special schools to maintain and strengthen their relationship with their home communities. 


The latter programs, which are called "joint activities" or "joint activities in residential areas", are implemented by special schools to enable such children to maintain and strengthen their t relationship with their home community in Japan.  This study examines the present state and issues of such programs. 

1.  Purpose

The purpose of this study is to investigate the actual state of implementation, identify and examine future issues of "joint activities", especially "joint activities in residential area" based on a questionnaire survey that covered all special schools in Japan. 

One mentioned and two more terms must be defined. 

a)
Joint activities between schools: Such activities carried out by special schools and their nearby ordinary schools. 

b)
Joint activities in area of school: Such activities carried out by special schools in concert with organizations and residents in the area where such schools are located. 

c)
Joint activities in residential area: Such activities carried out by covering children who attend special schools and schools, other organizations or residents in their home communities. 


In any of these activities, the study premises that special schools are involved in some way or another. 

2.  Method
  1) Target:
The target schools were all special schools ( 994 schools throughout Japan in 2001 (see Table 1 for the types of schools).  Every school has elementary and secondary departments. 

  2) Contents of questionnaire :

The contents of questionnaire were as follows;

   a)
State of implementation about joint activities, 

   b)
Joint activities in residential area: state of implementation, goals, achievements,   

       issues, etc., 

   c)
Joint activities in residential area: significations and implications. 

  3) Survey period:

The survey was conducted in September – October 2001, including of sending and recovery of questionnaires. 

3. Results
1)
Recovery of Questionnaires by Type of Special Schools 

Table 1   Recovery of Questionnaires by Type of Special Schools
     Type of School

 Number of All Schools    Recovery Rate (%)

     Schools for the Blind


71

   93.0

     Schools for the Deaf

        106

   85.8

     Schools for Children with ID
        529

   78.4

     Schools for Children with PD
        193

   80.3

     Schools for Children with HI

95

   86.3

            Total

                994

   81.4

     *  ID; intellectual disabilities, PD; physical disabilities, HI; health impairments


The recovery rate (Table 1) was the highest in the case of schools for the blind, with the overall recovery rate being 81.4%. 

2)
Rate of Implementation about Joint Activities 

Table 2-1  Rate of Implementation by Department & Type of Activity (%)

                Department
          A
 B      C (see below)

                Elementary

94.8
53.8    48.1

                L. secondary

84.0
53.6    23.3

                U. secondary

74.4
54.5     6.4
                    A: Joint activities between schools 

                    B: Joint activities in area of the school 

                    C: Joint activities in residential area



The state of implementation about joint activities by department (Table 2-1) shows that such activities are often implemented in order of "Joint activities between schools", "Joint activities in area of school" and "Joint activities in residential area".  The rate of implementation of the first type of activities exceeded 70% even among the upper secondary departments, and that of "Joint activities in area of school" among such departments was about 50%.  In contrast, the rates of implementation of "Joint activities in residential area" were 48% for the elementary school departments, 23% for the lower secondary departments and only 6% for the upper secondary departments.  They decline sharply, the higher the department. 


                Table 2-2  Rate of Implementation by Type of School (%)

               Type of School
  
 A
 B
 C

           Schools for the Blind     
75.1
42.2
35.7

           Schools for the Deaf      
85.1
39.6
24.7
           Schools for Children with ID
86.6
62.0
24.1

           Schools for Children with PD 
90.5
49.4
35.7

           Schools for Children with HI 
72.3
47.1
17.0

                 Total


84.9
53.9
26.8



The state of implementation by type of school(Table 2-2) shows that "Joint activities between schools" are most often carried out among schools for children with PD .  "Joint activities in area of school" are most often carried out among schools for children with ID, and "Joint activities in residential area" are often carried in schools for the blind or schools for children with PD.  The rate of implementation of "Joint activities in residential area" was low among schools for children with HI.  However, respondents commented that some children were also attending schools in their home communities on a trial experience in ordinary schools. 

3)       Joint Activities in School Curricula 


                 Table 3. Joint Activities in School Curricula (activities)
     Activities               Number of Response
                     Special activities:                  470

                     Events:                           493  

                     Period for integrated study:         452

                     Subjects:                         390

                                  plural responses from schools or departments     

The joint activities carried out as part of school curricula are carried out roughly and more or less equally in the above four types of educational areas. 

4)
Joint Activities in Residential Area: data by individual child 


  Table 4  Rate of Implementation of Joint Activities in Residential Area                      ( Total: 5,292 children; children involved / number enrolled; %  )

        Type of School
           Elementary   L. secondary   U. secondary

      Schools for the Blind             22.2          7.3            0.1

      Schools for the Deaf              20.9          3.4            0.0

      Schools for Children with ID      10.5           4.8            3.3

      Schools for Children with PD      11.9           3.5            1.1

      Schools for Children with HI       9.9           5.5            0.0

               Total

    11.9
          4.5            2.5



The data by individual child show that the actual rates of implementation about the activities are low.  The elementary school departments are implementing such activities, but the rates sharply decline in the secondary departments. In particular, in the upper secondary departments, some schools for children with ID are implementing such activities, but other types of schools are virtually not implementing such activities. 

5)
Joint Activities in Residential Area: Partners 


More than 80% of the partners of these activities are schools (in the children's home communities; corresponding grades or departments). There are few instances of such activities carried out in concert with home community residents and organizations. 

6)
Joint Activities in Residential Area: Types of Activities 


The frequent types of activities are participation in school lessons and events. 

7)
Joint Activities in Residential Area: Purposes 


The three most frequent items that the respondents pointed out as purposes of these activities were "let children develop relations with their home communities and people", "have people understand about children with disabilities" and "to meet children and their parents' needs". 

8)
Evaluations 


The outcomes also showed that the activities were most often carried out for the above three purposes. 

9)
Future Issues 


As for future issues, the respondents often pointed out "improvement of partners' acceptance systems", "awareness and understanding by partners" and "problems of shortage of helpers and transportation".

4.  Discussion

In Japan, with the enforcement in 1979 of the system to allow even children with severe disabilities to receive compulsory education, elementary and lower secondary schools started efforts to "understand children with disabilities".  The enforcement also initiated the efforts with "joint activities".  However, there were complicated circumstances regarding the treatment and implementation of such activities, including of the pros and cons of establishing schools for children with disabilities. 


However, such activities, whose philosophy has been to "live in the community with other people" despite disabilities, have served as important ones, in maintaining and strengthening such children's relations with their community, in cases that their parents chose to have them educated in  special schools distant from their home communities. 

This survey concerning joint activities showed that as far as "Joint activities between schools" and "Joint activities in area of school" were concerned, schools were taking initiatives in making relatively active efforts.  In contrast, as for "Joint activities in residential area", the rates of implementation of such activities by type of school were low in comparison to the other two activities.  Furthermore, their implementation rates by child were minor.  In particular, such activities were virtually not implemented in the upper secondary departments. 

1)
Are "Joint activities in residential area" necessary? Do parents want them?


From the philosophy of "living in the community with other people", the "Joint activities in residential area" are important activities.  However, to the question "Does every child need such activities?", many respondents answered that the need depended on the child. 


Not all parents wanted such activities. There were those who said that they did not have plan to stay in their community, that they did not even want others to know that they had children with disabilities, or that they simply did not want such activities. 


How to deal with the activities is important. However, it is equally important for schools to develop the systems to cope with the needs and wishes of children with disabilities and their parents. 

2)
Issues in implementing "Joint activities in residential area"


What are the issues faced by schools when they try to develop such systems?  In particular, the schools that had been implementing these activities often pointed out "partners' acceptance systems", "partners' awareness and understanding" and "helpers and transportation". 


The first two issues concern the schools themselves.  In solving them, it will be important to promote the understanding about the significance of such activities and about children with disabilities.  The third issue of "helpers and transportation" more concerns the administration as it involves budgetary issues.  In solving these issues, it will be necessary for children with disabilities, their families, special schools, elementary and lower secondary schools and the administrative agencies that support them to cooperate and collaborate. 


This paper has been prepared based on the research led by the presenters and conducted by Mr. Yoshikawa Keita (of Ehime Dai San Special School) as part of the In-service training offered by the National Institute of Special Education JAPAN in fiscal 2001. We would like to thank Mr. Yoshikawa for supporting this paper and allowing the use of his research data. 

Koryu Kyouiku (Joint Ａctivities)
The aim of Koryu Kyouiku (Joint Ａctivities) is to communicate with local people as natural as possible through community-based activities and to be part of society according to individual characteristics through relationship with communities. 
Joint activities are conducted
- with elementary schools in the region（special school）;
- with t the region (organization and facilities) in special school area;
- with schools of their residential areas;
- with the region (organization and facilities) in their residential areas.

